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The grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the
fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with all who preserve the Holy Orthodox faith
and who obey the voice of our Holy Mother-Church, Amen.

ACTING PATRIARCH, HUMBLE SERGIUS,
Metropolitan of Moscow and Kolomna.
28 March, 1942,

An ecclesiastical decree on the case of Bishop Policarp Sikorsky was promul-
gated by the Acting Patriarch with the Council of Russian Hierarchs. This
decree is reproduced here in full.
Decree No. 12,
28 March, 1942,
of the Acting Patriarch wifh the Council of Russian Hiemrchs*
CONSIDERED :
The Easter epistle of His Beatitude the Acting Patriarch: "To the Orthodox
Hierarchy Priests and Faithful in the districts of the Ukraine still temporarily
occupied by the Hitlerite forces,11 and the announcement of the accusation before
the Council of Russian Hierarchs of Bishop Policarp Sikorsky, accused of
activities described in the epistle.
RESOLVED I
(1)  To acknowledge His Beatitude's ruling in the case of Bishop Policarp
as just and canonically correct and to confirm it by vote of the Council.
(2)  If Bishop Policarp has the prudence to obey the ban that has been laid
on him, to allow him two months' grace (in accordance with Carthage, 38, or
the Greek Syntagma, 29) from the day of the publication of this decree in which
to submit his defence to the Moscow Patriarchate.   To pronounce a final
decision on the matter after examining this and summoning the accused to
appear before the Court.
(3)  If (which we hope will not be the case) Bishop Policarp "falling into the
Devil's judgment" disregards the ban, to regard him from that moment as
having divested himself of all sacerdotal position and monastic rank and all
clerical designation.
(4)  To publish this decision together with His Beatitude's Easter epistle and
after publication to consider it as announced to the accused and to the whole
Church community.
ACTING PATRIARCH, HUMBLE SERGIUS, Metropolitan of
. Moscow and Kolomna.
HUMBLE ALEXIS, Metropolitan of Leningrad.
HUMBLE NICHOLAS, Metropolitan of Kiev and Galicia,
formerly Patriarchal Exarch of the Western districts of
Ukraine and Byelo-Russia.
HUMBLE ANDREW, Archbishop of Saratov,
HUMBLE LUKE, formerly Archbishop of Tashkent.
HUMBLE ALEXIS, Archbishop of Kuibyshev.
HUMBLE SERGIUS, Archbishop of Gorky and Arzamas.
HUMBLE JOHN, Archbishop of Ulyanovsk,
HUMBLE ALEXIS, Archbishop of Ufa.
HUMBLE GEORGE, Bishop of Vologda.
HUMBLE PITIRIM, Bishop of Kaluga.
Ulyanovsk*